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What Does the Bible Say About Heaven? (#2): If We Don’t Die 

1 Thes 2:19 
For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?   

 OBSERVATION #1: We Will Be in the Presence of the Lord at His Coming 
John 11:17-26) 
17 So when Jesus came, He found that he had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 
19 And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort 
them concerning their brother. 
20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but 
Mary was sitting in the house. 
21 Then Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died. 
22 "But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You." 
23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 
24 Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 
25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he 
may die, he shall live. 
26 "And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 
27 She said to Him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is 
to come into the world." 

 OBSERVATION #2: Some Believers Will Be Alive at Jesus’ Coming 

 OBSERVATION #3: Believers Alive at Jesus’ Coming Will Never Die 
1 Cor 15:20-23 
20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 
21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 
2 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 
23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at 
His coming. 

1 Cor 15:50-58 
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor 
does corruption inherit incorruption. 
51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed-- 
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed 
up in victory." 

55 "O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?" 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 
57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

 OBSERVATION #4: Believers Alive at Jesus Coming Will Be Changed 
1 Thes 4:13-18 
13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those 
who sleep in Jesus. 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

 OBSERVATION #5: Believers Will Be Caught Up into the Clouds 

 OBSERVATION #6: Believers Will Meet the Lord in the Air 

 OBSERVATION #7: Believers Will Always Be with the Lord 
1 Thes 5:1-11  
1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should 
write to you. 
2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the 
night. 
3 For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as 
labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 
4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 
5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 
7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 
8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and 
as a helmet the hope of salvation. 
9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 
11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing. 

 OBSERVATION #8: Whether We Die or Live, We Will Be with Jesus 

 OBSERVATION #9: We Are to Comfort & Encourage One Another 


