
Timeline of Truth – God Gives More Details About His Commands (Exodus 21:1 – 23:9) 
Exodus 21:1 "Now these are the judgments which you shall set before them: 
2 "If you buy a Hebrew servant, he shall serve six years; and in the seventh he shall go out free and pay 
nothing. 
3 "If he comes in by himself, he shall go out by himself; if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out 
with him. 
4 "If his master has given him a wife, and she has borne him sons or daughters, the wife and her 
children shall be her master's, and he shall go out by himself. 
5 "But if the servant plainly says, `I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,' 
6 "then his master shall bring him to the judges. He shall also bring him to the door, or to the doorpost, 
and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him forever. 
7 "And if a man sells his daughter to be a female slave, she shall not go out as the male slaves do. 
8 "If she does not please her master, who has betrothed her to himself, then he shall let her be 
redeemed. He shall have no right to sell her to a foreign people, since he has dealt deceitfully with her. 
9 "And if he has betrothed her to his son, he shall deal with her according to the custom of daughters. 
10 "If he takes another wife, he shall not diminish her food, her clothing, and her marriage rights. 
11 "And if he does not do these three for her, then she shall go out free, without paying money. 
12 "He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death. 
13 "However, if he did not lie in wait, but God delivered him into his hand, then I will appoint for you a 
place where he may flee. 
14 "But if a man acts with premeditation against his neighbor, to kill him by treachery, you shall take him 
from My altar, that he may die. 
15 "And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 
16 "He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is found in his hand, shall surely be put to death. 
17 "And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 
18 "If men contend with each other, and one strikes the other with a stone or with his fist, and he does 
not die but is confined to his bed, 
19 "if he rises again and walks about outside with his staff, then he who struck him shall be acquitted. He 
shall only pay for the loss of his time, and shall provide for him to be thoroughly healed. 
20 "And if a man beats his male or female servant with a rod, so that he dies under his hand, he shall 
surely be punished. 
21 "Notwithstanding, if he remains alive a day or two, he shall not be punished; for he is his property. 
22 "If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he 
shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman's husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the 
judges determine. 
23 "But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, 
24 "eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 
25 "burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 
26 "If a man strikes the eye of his male or female servant, and destroys it, he shall let him go free for the 
sake of his eye. 
27 "And if he knocks out the tooth of his male or female servant, he shall let him go free for the sake of 
his tooth. 
28 "If an ox gores a man or a woman to death, then the ox shall surely be stoned, and its flesh shall not 
be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be acquitted. 
29 "But if the ox tended to thrust with its horn in times past, and it has been made known to his owner, 
and he has not kept it confined, so that it has killed a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its 
owner also shall be put to death. 
30 "If there is imposed on him a sum of money, then he shall pay to redeem his life, whatever is imposed 
on him. 
31 "Whether it has gored a son or gored a daughter, according to this judgment it shall be done to him. 
32 "If the ox gores a male or female servant, he shall give to their master thirty shekels of silver, and the 
ox shall be stoned. 

Detailed Commands Regarding People 
21:1-6 – Concerning Male Servants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21:7-11 – Concerning Female Servants 
 
 
 
 
 
21:12-27 – Concerning Violence by People 
Against People 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21:28-32 – Concerning Injury by Animals 
Against People 

33 "And if a man opens a pit, or if a man digs a pit and does not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls in it, 
34 "the owner of the pit shall make it good; he shall give money to their owner, but the dead animal shall 
be his. 
35 "If one man's ox hurts another's, so that it dies, then they shall sell the live ox and divide the money 
from it; and the dead ox they shall also divide. 
36 "Or if it was known that the ox tended to thrust in time past, and its owner has not kept it confined, he 
shall surely pay ox for ox, and the dead animal shall be his own. 
Exodus 22:1 "If a man steals an ox or a sheep, and slaughters it or sells it, he shall restore five oxen 
for an ox and four sheep for a sheep. 
2 "If the thief is found breaking in, and he is struck so that he dies, there shall be no guilt for his 
bloodshed. 

Detailed Commands Regarding Property 
21:33-34 – Concerning Injury to Animals 
through Negligence 
21:35-36 – Concerning Injury to Animals by 
Other Animals 
 
22:1-15 – Concerning Stealing, Restoration, 
Loss and Damage 
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3 "If the sun has risen on him, there shall be guilt for his bloodshed. He should make full restitution; if he 
has nothing, then he shall be sold for his theft. 
4 "If the theft is certainly found alive in his hand, whether it is an ox or donkey or sheep, he shall restore 
double. 
5 "If a man causes a field or vineyard to be grazed, and lets loose his animal, and it feeds in another 
man's field, he shall make restitution from the best of his own field and the best of his own vineyard. 
6 "If fire breaks out and catches in thorns, so that stacked grain, standing grain, or the field is 
consumed, he who kindled the fire shall surely make restitution. 
7 "If a man delivers to his neighbor money or articles to keep, and it is stolen out of the man's house, if 
the thief is found, he shall pay double. 
8 "If the thief is not found, then the master of the house shall be brought to the judges to see whether he 
has put his hand into his neighbor's goods. 
9 "For any kind of trespass, whether it concerns an ox, a donkey, a sheep, or clothing, or for any kind of 
lost thing which another claims to be his, the cause of both parties shall come before the judges; and 
whomever the judges condemn shall pay double to his neighbor. 
10 "If a man delivers to his neighbor a donkey, an ox, a sheep, or any animal to keep, and it dies, is hurt, 
or driven away, no one seeing it, 
11 "then an oath of the LORD shall be between them both, that he has not put his hand into his 
neighbor's goods; and the owner of it shall accept that, and he shall not make it good. 
12 "But if, in fact, it is stolen from him, he shall make restitution to the owner of it. 
13 "If it is torn to pieces by a beast, then he shall bring it as evidence, and he shall not make good what 
was torn. 
14 "And if a man borrows anything from his neighbor, and it becomes injured or dies, the owner of it not 
being with it, he shall surely make it good. 
15 "If its owner was with it, he shall not make it good; if it was hired, it came for its hire. 
16 "If a man entices a virgin who is not betrothed, and lies with her, he shall surely pay the bride-price for 
her to be his wife. 
17 "If her father utterly refuses to give her to him, he shall pay money according to the bride-price of 
virgins. 
18 "You shall not permit a sorceress to live. 
19 "Whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death. 
20 "He who sacrifices to any god, except to the LORD only, he shall be utterly destroyed. 
21 "You shall neither mistreat a stranger nor oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt. 
22 "You shall not afflict any widow or fatherless child. 
23 "If you afflict them in any way, and they cry at all to Me, I will surely hear their cry; 
24 "and My wrath will become hot, and I will kill you with the sword; your wives shall be widows, and 
your children fatherless. 
25 "If you lend money to any of My people who are poor among you, you shall not be like a moneylender 
to him; you shall not charge him interest. 
26 "If you ever take your neighbor's garment as a pledge, you shall return it to him before the sun goes 
down. 
27 "For that is his only covering, it is his garment for his skin. What will he sleep in? And it will be that 
when he cries to Me, I will hear, for I am gracious. 
28 "You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of your people. 
29 "You shall not delay to offer the first of your ripe produce and your juices. The firstborn of your sons 
you shall give to Me. 
30 "Likewise you shall do with your oxen and your sheep. It shall be with its mother seven days; on the 
eighth day you shall give it to Me. 
31 "And you shall be holy men to Me: you shall not eat meat torn by beasts in the field; you shall throw it 
to the dogs. 

Detailed Commands Regarding Morality 
22:16-17 – Concerning Defilement of a Virgin 
22:18 – Concerning Sorcery 
22:19 – Concerning Beastiality 
22:20 – Concerning Sacrificing to Other Gods 
22:21 – Concerning the Treatment of 
Foreigners 
22:22-24 – Concerning the Treatment of 
Widows and the Fatherless 
22:25 – Concerning Lending Money to the 
Poor 
22:26-27 – Concerning Taking a Garment as 
a Pledge 
22:28 – Concerning Speaking Against God or 
Rulers 
22:29-30 – Concerning Offering the Firstfruits 
and the Firstborn 
22:31 – Concerning Being Holy by Not Eating 
Meat Torn by Beasts 

Exodus 23:1 "You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the wicked to be an 
unrighteous witness. 
2 "You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many 
to pervert justice. 
3 "You shall not show partiality to a poor man in his dispute. 
4 "If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall surely bring it back to him again. 
5 "If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying under its burden, and you would refrain from 
helping it, you shall surely help him with it. 
6 "You shall not pervert the judgment of your poor in his dispute. 
7 "Keep yourself far from a false matter; do not kill the innocent and righteous. For I will not justify the 
wicked. 
8 "And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the discerning and perverts the words of the righteous. 
9 "Also you shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the heart of a stranger, because you were 
strangers in the land of Egypt. 

Detailed Commands Regarding Justice 
23:1 – Concerning Circulating a False Report 
23:2 – Concerning Following a Crowd to Do 
Evil 
23:3 – Concerning Showing Partiality to a 
Poor Man in a Dispute 
23:4-5 – Concerning Helping Your Enemy 
Stray or Burdened Animals 
23:6 – Concerning Perverting Judgment of the 
Poor in a Dispute 
23:7a – Concerning False Matters and Killing 
the Innocent and Righteous 
23:8 – Concerning Taking Bribes 
23:9 – Concerning Oppressing Strangers 
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