Super Bowls or Submissive Saints: Christians and the Sports Entertainment Industry
I believe that there is an epidemic of false worship in this present age, and especially so in our country. It is the idolatry
of celebrity, driven in part by the sports entertainment industry. People give the glory to men that belongs only to God.
They focus their time, attention, and efforts on temporal things rather than on the eternal things as God intended. They
place as those to emulate many who do not know God or honor God.
As I would understand Scripture, our loyalties are to be toward heaven, and our mission, objectives, & principles, of
heaven.
Phil 1:27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your
affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,
Phil 3:17-21 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, [that they are] the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end [is] destruction, whose
god [is their] belly, and [whose] glory [is] in their shame – who set their mind on earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which
we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body,
according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.
Col 2:8-10 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not according to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete in Him,
who is the head of all principality and power.
EXAMPLE: FOOTBALL (College, Pro)
Benefits of Playing Football:
 Teaches hard work, team work, how to work toward a goal by objectives, game strategy
 Provides participants with physical exercise & accompanying benefits (though with a high level of injuries)
 Other benefits?
However, playing sports is not the same as watching them, is it? What is athletic about watching athletes? Some time
ago Chuck Swindoll described the scene at a football stadium as 50,000 people in desperate need of exercise
watching 22 men in desperate need of rest.

I. Efforts to Justify Sports as a Sort of Spiritual Focus (Misuses of Scripture):
Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
1 Tim 4:1-8 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines
of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, [and commanding] to
abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For every creature of God
[is] good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. If you instruct the
brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you
have carefully followed. But reject profane and old wives' fables, and exercise yourself toward godliness. For bodily exercise profits a little,
but godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come.

II. Use of Sports Terminology – Acknowledgement of the Existence of Sports in Scripture
1 Cor 9:24-27 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain [it].
And everyone who competes [for the prize] is temperate in all things. Now they [do it] to obtain a perishable crown, but we [for] an
imperishable [crown]. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as [one who] beats the air. But I discipline my body and
bring [it] into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
Gal 2:2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who
were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain.
Phil 2:14-16 Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life, so that I may
rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.
Phil 3:12-14 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has
also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing [I do], forgetting those things which are behind and
reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
2 Tim 4:6-8 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
Heb 12:1-2 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
so easily ensnares [us], and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of [our]
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.
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III. This Practice Violates Many Principles of the Word:
A. It places the focus (worship and service) on the creature rather than the Creator.
Ex 20:3 You shall have no other gods before Me.
Rom 1:18-25 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness, 19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown [it] to them. For since the creation of the world His
invisible [attributes] are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even] His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify [Him] as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish
hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible
man – and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to
dishonor their bodies among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever. Amen.
1 Cor 10:14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. (cp. Gal 5:19-21)
1 Cor 10:31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to (eivj) the glory of God.

B. It expends resources (time, money, effort) that God has provided for His intended purposes.
Eph 5:15-17 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be
unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord [is].
1 Tim 6:17-19 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us
richly all things to enjoy. [Let them] do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good
foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.
Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself [His] own special people, zealous for good works.

C. It promotes men that are often self-promoting, worldly heroes that reject God.
Matt 6:19-21 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.”

D. It focuses on the temporary rather than on the eternal.
1 Cor 3:10-15 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it. But
let each one take heed how he builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds
on this foundation [with] gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will
be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of what sort it is. If anyone's work which he has built on [it] endures, he will receive a reward.
If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
2 Tim 4:9-10 Be diligent to come to me quickly; for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and has departed for Thessalonica -Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.
1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that [is] in the
world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the
lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
Gal 1:3-5 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this
present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to whom [be] glory forever and ever. Amen.

E. It detracts from true Christian disciplines.
Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
Psalm 1:1-2 Blessed [is] the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
But his delight [is] in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.

F. It violates our connection to God.
2 Cor 6:14-17 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion
has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple
of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among [them]. I will be their God, And they
shall be My people." Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you."
Eph 5:3-11 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; neither filthiness, nor
foolish talking, nor coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous
man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things
the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them. For you were once darkness, but now [you are] light
in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of the Spirit [is] in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose [them].

Are there times when viewing sports may have spiritual value? Yes! But each choice and action should be justified by
the Word of God. These same issues also apply to most any entertainment or activity. Just because something isn’t
bad does not make it good, or worthy of our time, money, and effort. Live life on purpose for eternal impact!
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